



mm 


^Addison’s 

« ’- : • 'V.;- ''k 

;■ CHICAGO (UPB — It^can be 
"strongly presumed” tiiat 
John; F. Kennedy, had Atfdi- 
- son’s" disease both ; before |ahd 
during his presidencjf'a Uni- 
yersity ,of Kansas- pathologist 

, ; T h,e,, assumption c a.h be 
ipade On the basis of surgical 
reports by newspapers and 
the American Medicai Associ- 
ation involving the, late pres- 
ident, Dr.' John Nichols .wrote 
inj-an AMA Jo.ufnal articlei t' 
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I 'ADDISON’S diseasO affects 
the adrenal glands and • can 
cause emotional instability, 
meryousness, anemia, diges' 
|tive disturbances and muscle 
jweakness.sOnce; a 1 m o s t al- 
ways Jfatali it now can be con- 
trolled with, drugs.;yi',',.tyjteiv4 ■' 
.(There were reports during 
Kennedy’s presidential ’cam-j 
paign ahd term Of office' that 
|he had,, the disease,' Kennedy 
denied them, i v 4 ' 

Nichols said AMA reports 
for November, 1955, discuss 


adrenocortical '’ i n’ sufficiency 
during ,s u r gery; a familiar 
symptoh of Addison's disease. 

• ONE OF THREE cases re- 
ported was a '“map,?. 37 years 
of4age”;\Vho' haa,.':s'u,¥i e re d 
frbm;4the' disea5e*for.; seven 
years, ' NicholS'’ saidF^^^ 

4 Nichols said t h i s’ patient 
underwent spinal-'ftisibh , sur- 
gery . at The4Corneli'4Univer- 
sity Medical College^ New 
York,' in October,'; 1954^ and 
returned four months’later 


for removal of a metal plate 
Inserted during surgery. ;■< 
He c 0 m pares this .tvlth 
newspaper reports of similar 
, surgery at the same time and 
jplace performed on Kennedy, 
then a ■■ 37-year-old senator. 
The reports say Kennedy re- 
turned four months laAer, for 
[removal of a, metal plate; 
Nichols said. r;3|^4.44.;4 ' 

'THESE FACTS inde- 
pendently documented by the 
two .separate; disciplines- of 
medicine and journalism 
prior to (K e n n e d y’s) can- 
didacy ,;for president,” Nich- 
|ols wrote. > , , 

“It is" most unlikely that 


two ..perspns with the same 
age and clinicar history of 
the late president would have 
undergone similar surgery in 
lthe'’’same \h 6 s p.i tia 1 on the 
same day ' and ;returned on 
exactly ' the.^ same time four 
[months 'later;l’,;s;v,. - I 

A diagnosis of , the disease 
could '.have' ' been established 
lat Kennedy’s a u t o p s yl but 
“the autopsy . protocol is ' cu- 
riously .silent. bn this 'point, 
jNichok'jS.^d^^lj: 





